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Executive summary

The Australian Association of Gerontology (AAG) is Australia's peak national body linking
professionals working across the multidisciplinary fieldagg#ing.The AA@\boriginal and
Torres Strait IslandekgeingAdvisory GrougATSIAAGS a groupof leading members of the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islandgrmmunitywho advisethe Board of AAG

In 1996, 2.8%f the Indigenous population asaged 65 and ovesindthis proportion is
predided to more than double to 6.4% by 202Bue to their poorer health status and
higher levels of socioeconomic disadvantage, the hezdtle and support needs of older
Indigenous Australians differ from thosé other Australians

In late 2014the Western Australian Government announced plans to close up to 150
Aboriginal remote communitiesThis decisiorand the subsequent public outchyghlighted
the impact of not allowinglder Indigenougpeopleto agein their desired place. This
premise formed the foundation of gaworkshop

The fourth NationaWorkshop ofATSIAA®@/as held or8 November 201%n Alice Springs.
Fifty-four people attended tk workshop, the majority of whom were of Aboriginal or Torres
Strait Islander background.

After a welcome to countrpy Aunty Rosalie Monkpresentationsvere given byMark
Elliott, Professor Tony Broe and Professor Leon Fliokeet the scene for theonsultative
discussion (which was the central focus of the workshdpyr individual groups of
participantsconsideredhe followingaspectof the issue

Group 1:What are the benefits odgeing inplace?

Thegroup identifiedfive themes around the benefits of ageing in plaglich
centredon wellbeing closeness to family and staying connectie importance of
culture and passing on of knowledgense of belongingnd connecting with and
enhancing existing programs.

Group 2:What are the alternatives to closing communities?

The groupobserved that itis costlier to close communities once housing, health and
social consequences are considerethey madeecommendationsncluding a non
closure taskforce tgeneratestrategies individualcommunity action plas; and the
need fora media campaign tbighlight issues.
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Group 3: What are other models fageing inplace?

¢ KS 3 N&uwsidfievolvRd around the themes of encouraging and assisting
people to remain intheir own communitieseducation and support for families and
carers; angroviding community information and resources.

Group 4: How can we support people ageing in Aborigim@nsunities?

The groupobservedthat there is ongoing stress and trauma to communities being
layered upon intergenerational wound#s a result, there is a great need to build

and maintain trusting relationships. Communities want more say over the decisions
made about their communities

Following on from the workshop, ASTIAAG has confirmed the following strategies and
directions for the future. ATSGS will:

1 disseminatehis report widelyto stakeholders, and seek and collate thigiedback
1 hold anotherNational Workshovithin two years (by 2017)
T 62NJ] O2f (glAai2KNI! G ADF 2Mye L2t A0& YR | R@20I 0& |

Ly NBaLRyaS G2 G§KAa&a NI LABoNdInal and Tolr€s StraltgldndeO & LI2 &
people should be supported to age in pladeAG recommends that:

1 all levelsof government should invest in research, design, implementation and
evaluation of culturally appropriate models to support Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people to age in place.

1 meaningful participation bylder Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islamgeople should
be embedded imesearch, design, implementation and evaluation of models to
support ageing in place.
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Dedication

Vale Paul Pholeros
(19532016

Thisworkshop report is dedicated to our friend and colleague PPdudleros.

An architectPaulPholeros met his two cdirectors in the orgasation Healthabitatin
1985, when the three were challengéal "stop people getting sickly Yami Lester, the
director of an Aboriginatontrolled health service in the Anangu Pitjatjantjara Lands
northwest South Australia.

The findings from that project have guided their thinking ever since, as Pholeros and his
partners worled to improvesanitation, connect electricity, and provideashing and water
facilities to hdigenous communitiesAbove all, the team focused on engaging these local
communities to help themselves and to pass on their skills to others. In this way, a virtuous
circle offighting poverty was born.

Since 2007, Healthabitat expanded its work beyond Australia, working on similar projects
including inthe Kathmandu Valley in Nepal. In 2011, the firm was awarded the international
UN Habitat and Building and Social Housingnéation's World Habitat Award, and a
Leadership in Sustainability prize from the Australian Institute of Architects. In 2012,
Healthabitat was one of the six Australian representatives at the Venice International
Architectural Biennale.

Paul Pbleroswas a dedicated friend @dhe Australian Association of Gerontolo@%AG)and
of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Ageing Advisory GARUBIAAZANd
participated in many activities to assist us in our work with Older Aboriginal and Torres
Straitlslander people. Padlied on thelst February 2016 and hisve, his passion and his
loss will be felt forever more

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Ageing commifte®v ATSIAAG) held in Brisbane 2012
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Poem byDale Backo

An old tribal warrior
Stares across his picturesque country
Far as his failing eyes can see
Wondering what's going to happen
To his beautiful place
Knowing what will happen to him.
Will my tribeforget the tradition?
Our totem and our songs?
Will my land be taken away from us?
For development grazing rights?
And venture for new mines
Where will all my tribe go?
Will they understand?
Oh spirit of my ancestral dreaming
Guide them to keep our tribdénd
And keep on with our tradition
The lingo of my clan.
| hang my head in sorrow now
Time for me to go
| hear the didgeridoo and clapstick Boomerang last corroboree.
Sadly in my heart knows
May my spirit watch over my clan?

For now | leave my tribal lan

Koori Mail 407 p.23yww.CreativeSpirits.info
Aboriginal culture Arts- Tribal Land,
retrieved 5 April 2016
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About Us

Australian Association of Gerontology

The Australian Association of GerontoldgAG)

is Australia's peak national body linking
professionals working across the multidisciplinary
fieldsand sectorof ageing. Since 1964, we have
connected professionals to help them connect
and collaborate on evidence based approaches to
improve the eperience of ageing.

With over 1,000 members across every State and Territory in Australia, our members
include researchers, geriatricians, nursaether health andallied health professionals, aged
care practitioners, policy makersonsumer advocatesnd other professionals engaged in
ageing

AAG connect47 Collaborating Research Centres that represent all major research in ageing
in Australia. AAG seeks meaningful relationships with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples and communitiethat is founded on respect for their cultures, knowledge and

beliefs.

AAG is developingfeamework for AAG commencing an organisatiidle approach
communicating its recognition and support of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in
all its activties.

2015 AAG National Board
(Bach James Beckford Saunders (CE@nk Schaper (Treasuyddr Andrea Petriwskyj (QLD), Prof Leon Flicker (WA), Barbara Squires (NSW)
(Front)A/Prof Christine Stirling (Ta§)r Helen Feist (President), Jo Root (A€fof Briony Bw (VIG, Anne Farthing (NT),
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