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Acknowledgement of Country 

 

The Workshop was held on the land belonging to the Arrente people.  

We acknowledge them as the traditional owners of this land and  

thank them for welcoming us. 

 

We also acknowledge that this country belongs to the  

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples of Australia.  

Australia is the only place in the world  

where Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians belong.  

There is no place in Australia where this is not true. 

 

 

         
 

 

Warning to Indigenous readers 
 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander readers 

are warned that this report contains images of deceased persons. 
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Executive summary 

 

The Australian Association of Gerontology (AAG) is Australia's peak national body linking 

professionals working across the multidisciplinary fields of ageing. The AAG Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander Ageing Advisory Group (ATSIAAG) is a group of leading members of the 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community who advise the Board of AAG. 

 

In 1996, 2.8% of the Indigenous population was aged 65 and over and this proportion is 

predicted to more than double to 6.4% by 2026.  Due to their poorer health status and 

higher levels of socioeconomic disadvantage, the health care and support needs of older 

Indigenous Australians differ from those of other Australians.   

 

In late 2014, the Western Australian Government announced plans to close up to 150 

Aboriginal remote communities.  This decision and the subsequent public outcry highlighted 

the impact of not allowing older Indigenous people to age in their desired place. This 

premise formed the foundation of the workshop. 

 

The fourth National Workshop of ATSIAAG was held on 3 November 2015 in Alice Springs.  

Fifty-four people attended the workshop, the majority of whom were of Aboriginal or Torres 

Strait Islander background.  

 

After a welcome to country by Aunty Rosalie Monks, presentations were given by Mark 

Elliott, Professor Tony Broe and Professor Leon Flicker to set the scene for the consultative 

discussion (which was the central focus of the workshop).  Four individual groups of 

participants considered the following aspects of the issue: 

 

Group 1: What are the benefits of ageing in place? 

The group identified five themes around the benefits of ageing in place, which 

centred on wellbeing; closeness to family and staying connected; the importance of 

culture and passing on of knowledge; sense of belonging; and connecting with and 

enhancing existing programs.  

 

Group 2: What are the alternatives to closing communities?  

The group observed that it is costlier to close communities once housing, health and 

social consequences are considered.  They made recommendations including a non-

closure taskforce to generate strategies; individual community action plans; and the 

need for a media campaign to highlight issues. 
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Group 3: What are other models for ageing in place? 

¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ Řiscussion revolved around the themes of encouraging and assisting 

people to remain in their own communities; education and support for families and 

carers; and providing community information and resources. 

 

 

Group 4: How can we support people ageing in Aboriginal communities? 

The group observed that there is ongoing stress and trauma to communities being 

layered upon intergenerational wounds.  As a result, there is a great need to build 

and maintain trusting relationships.  Communities want more say over the decisions 

made about their communities. 

 

Following on from the workshop, ASTIAAG has confirmed the following strategies and 

directions for the future.  ATSIAGG will: 

 

¶ disseminate this report widely to stakeholders, and seek and collate their feedback 

¶ hold another National Workshop within two years (by 2017) 

¶ ǿƻǊƪ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ !!D ƻƴ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ 

 

Lƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ !!DΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people should be supported to age in place.  AAG recommends that: 

 

¶ all levels of government should invest in research, design, implementation and 

evaluation of culturally appropriate models to support Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander people to age in place.  

¶ meaningful participation by older Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people should 

be embedded in research, design, implementation and evaluation of models to 

support ageing in place. 
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Dedication 

Vale Paul Pholeros  
(1953ς2016) 

 

This workshop report is dedicated to our friend and colleague Paul Pholeros.  

 

An architect, Paul Pholeros met his two co-directors in the organisation Healthabitat in 

1985, when the three were challenged to "stop people getting sick" by Yami Lester, the 

director of an Aboriginal-controlled health service in the Anangu Pitjatjantjara Lands in 

northwest South Australia.  

 

The findings from that project have guided their thinking ever since, as Pholeros and his 

partners worked to improve sanitation, connect electricity, and provide washing and water 

facilities to Indigenous communities. Above all, the team focused on engaging these local 

communities to help themselves and to pass on their skills to others. In this way, a virtuous 

circle of fighting poverty was born.  

 

Since 2007, Healthabitat expanded its work beyond Australia, working on similar projects 

including in the Kathmandu Valley in Nepal. In 2011, the firm was awarded the international 

UN Habitat and Building and Social Housing Foundation's World Habitat Award, and a 

Leadership in Sustainability prize from the Australian Institute of Architects. In 2012, 

Healthabitat was one of the six Australian representatives at the Venice International 

Architectural Biennale. 

 

Paul Pholeros was a dedicated friend of the Australian Association of Gerontology (AAG) and 

of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Ageing Advisory Group (ATSIAAG) and 

participated in many activities to assist us in our work with Older Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander people. Paul died on the 1st February 2016 and his love, his passion and his 

loss will be felt forever more.  

 
 Paul (middle) with workshop participants at the Third National Workshop of the  

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Ageing committee (now ATSIAAG) held in Brisbane 2012 

http://www.healthabitat.com/
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Poem by Dale Backo 

An old tribal warrior 

Stares across his picturesque country 

Far as his failing eyes can see 

Wondering what's going to happen 

To his beautiful place 

Knowing what will happen to him. 

Will my tribe forget the tradition? 

Our totem and our songs? 

Will my land be taken away from us? 

For development grazing rights? 

And venture for new mines 

Where will all my tribe go? 

Will they understand? 

Oh spirit of my ancestral dreaming 

Guide them to keep our tribal land 

And keep on with our tradition 

The lingo of my clan. 

I hang my head in sorrow now 

Time for me to go 

I hear the didgeridoo and clapstick Boomerang last corroboree. 

Sadly in my heart knows 

May my spirit watch over my clan? 

For now I leave my tribal land 

 

Koori Mail 407 p.23, www.CreativeSpirits.info,  

Aboriginal culture - Arts - Tribal Land,  

retrieved 5 April 2016 

http://www.creativespirits.info/
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About Us 

Australian Association of Gerontology 

 
The Australian Association of Gerontology (AAG) 

is Australia's peak national body linking 

professionals working across the multidisciplinary 

fields and sectors of ageing. Since 1964, we have 

connected professionals to help them connect 

and collaborate on evidence based approaches to 

improve the experience of ageing.  

 
With over 1,000 members across every State and Territory in Australia, our members 

include researchers, geriatricians, nurses, other health and allied health professionals, aged 

care practitioners, policy makers, consumer advocates and other professionals engaged in 

ageing.  

 

AAG connects 17 Collaborating Research Centres that represent all major research in ageing 

in Australia.  AAG seeks meaningful relationships with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples and communities that is founded on respect for their cultures, knowledge and 

beliefs. 

 

AAG is developing a framework for AAG commencing an organisation-wide approach 

communicating its recognition and support of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in 

all its activities.   

 

 
2015 AAG National Board 

(Back) James Beckford Saunders (CEO), Frank Schaper (Treasurer), Dr Andrea Petriwskyj (QLD), Prof Leon Flicker (WA), Barbara Squires (NSW) 
(Front) A/Prof Christine Stirling (Tas), Dr Helen Feist (President), Jo Root (ACT), Prof Briony Dow (VIC), Anne Farthing (NT),  

  




















































































